Despite the challenges we face, in particular climate change and natural disasters, we start the second decade of the Millennium with high hopes for a better economic future. The less than successful climate change talks, followed by unusual cold spells across Europe and Asia, remind us of the importance of sharing the same vision and developing a more inclusive global dialogue. The International Journal of Fashion Design, Technology and Education (IJFDTE) wishes to do its part to encourage this dialogue by helping to cultivate an international research environment where new findings contribute positively to our way of life. The papers published in this edition cover a range of different cultures and subjects, from Korean to African American, and from patternmaking to the psychology of body shape. Consequently, they all contribute to a more inclusive global dialogue and a positive way of life.
In the paper entitled 'A geometrically based flattening method for three-dimensional to two-dimensional bra pattern conversion' by Shin, Ng and Liang, a robust algorithm for 3D surface reconstruction of a bra is shared. Geometrically-based linear squares optimisation addresses the issues involved in creating a three-dimensional garment from a two-dimensional bra pattern. This proposed conversion method is simple to apply in practice, and makes it possible to extract pattern pieces automatically by establishing appropriate correspondence between the 2D and 3D surfaces. Whilst there have been a number of studies which consider the issues surrounding 3D to 2D pattern conversion, this article is the first to introduce a robust algorithm for the complex 3D surface flattening method required in bra patternmaking and construction.
Almond's study entitled 'Insufficient allure: the luxurious art and cost of creative pattern cutting' emphasises the importance of creative pattern cutting to the fashion industry, and suggests ways to promote pattern cutting as an art form using basic rules for students who are the future of the fashion industry.
He also emphasises the relationship between the art of pattern cutting and production cost, which has often been overlooked in the pattern cutting curriculum, and suggests pragmatic ways to maintain luxurious pattern cutting creativity with down-to-earth cost effectiveness.
In the study 'Body shape and fit preference in body cathexis and clothing benefits sought for professional African-American women', Manuel, Connell and Presley present a relatively under-researched topic. The study involves a self-administered questionnaire survey of 153 professional African-American women in order to identify the influence of body shape and fit preference on their body cathexis and clothing benefits. The findings illustrate an interaction effect between body shape and fit preference with several direct correlations with body cathexis and clothing benefits. The authors emphasise the importance of understanding the needs and desires of this growing but often neglected consumer group.
'Korean fashion crossovers' by Kim and Ha investigates cases of crossover phenomena between fashion design and other design genres in Korea. The authors identify the evolution of the crossover phenomena and its dynamics in Korean society. A clear definition of crossover is provided through comparison with similar terms including fusion, hybrid and pastiche. Three crossover cases are illustrated in this article: (1) fashion design and art crossover; (2) fashion design and product design crossover; and (3) fashion design and product design crossover. The authors recommend that fashion designers expand their capacity in order to pursue joint collaborations/crossovers between fashion design and new industries.
I would like to thank the authors and reviewers for their contributions and support for this exciting issue.
